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Greetings from Florida! We welcome you to the  
11th Annual Sweetwater Kayaks 

Symposium  
2008 

 Here is your official survival guide to our special event. Please don't hesitate to let us know how we may help you. 
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WHATS NEW 
Skills week participants will camp in the ‘regular’ campsite this year. Back by popular demand and due to the fact there 
were no hot showers in the ‘group’ site last year. We reserved the park campgrounds with water and electric at each site. 

We are welcoming back Andy Stamp (Level 5 Coach – Sea Kayak) from the UK 

All courses and all kayak rentals will be staged at Shelter #9 throughout the week and weekend. 
 
FEES 
See the registration form for all the fees for the event. 
 
CONTACT NUMBERS  
Russell Farrow cell phone 727 422 0042 
Jean Totz cell phone 727 422-0038 
Dennise Mathis 727 798 3809 (Assistant symposium director) 
SWK Shop 727 570-4844 
  
NEED ANYTHING?  
If there is anything you need from our shop, we will be happy to deliver it to the symposium site, just give us a call. 
Transportation is available. Let us know if you need transportation at your earliest convenience 
Please visit our shop. It is a historical landmark built in 1925. Two stories, 8500 square feet. We have 100 kayaks in our 
showroom. Our kayak accessories are quite comprehensive. So come by and bring your $10.00 off coupon. Its 25 
minutes from the symposium. See website for directions. 
 
WHAT TO WEAR AND WHAT TO BRING   
Be prepared for cold weather, if you have room for it, bring it! It is generally mild but we have had some very cold days 
come up. If you are not sure how to dress for cold weather paddling, please email us and we will be happy to advise you 
what to bring. Those of you who are doing 4 star training, assessment, or surf classes you need a helmet. We 
have helmets available. Just send us an email if you want us to hold one for you. 
  
THE WEATHER 
Florida is a great place to be in the winter, however, it can be very chilly. We experience winter weather a weekend or 
even a day at a time. Generally, in February the average high is 70 with a low of 40 to 50 degrees F. The water 
temperature is usually 65-68 degrees. Please be prepared for rain. 
 
Weather - Marine Forecast - Water Temperatures  
Weather: St Petersburg   
http://www.weather.com/outlook/recreation/boatandbeach/weather/tenday/33715?from=36hr_outlet_boat 
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Marine Forecast   
http://baynews9.com/MarineForecast.html 

Water Temperatures: Eastern Gulf of Mexico (Check both of these sites)  
http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/dsdt/cwtg/egof.html 

Doppler radar 
http://www.baynews9.com/Doppler9000.html 
 
FORT DESOTO PARK If you have not been to this fabulous park, we recommend you visit this site. 
http://www.pinellascounty.org/park/05_Ft_DeSoto.htm 
 
Map of the park: http://www.pinellascounty.org/park/maps/color/amenities/FORTDESOTO.pdf 
Skills week and the Symposium weekend will be staged at Shelter #9 North Beach area 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS RECOMMENDATIONS 
Holiday SunSpree Resort, St Petersburg (15 minutes from event site)  
 
CAMPING 
Sweetwater reserves all waterside campsites 6 months in advance. Your reservations are made by Sweetwater when you 
register for the Symposium 
All  campers are to report to the camp office prior to g oing to your campsite . Because SWK reserved a block of 
sites, the camp office wants to verify who is camping where. You will be emailed your campsite February 11th along with 
updates. Please do not make any changes without checking with SWK first. The park has made a very special exception 
allowing SWK to block out these sites.  
  
If you are arriving late at night , you must call (727) 582 2267 ahead of time. When you hear the recording press 10. Let 
them know you are arriving after 9pm and would like the gate number to the campground. 
Check in time is 1pm. Check Out time is 11am. Front gate is locked at 9pm  
1. You will be sharing the site with another paddler, so if you arrive first at the site, please set up w ith 
consideration for the other camper.  
  
2. Each site has water and electric. The washroom centers have washers, dryers, and drink machines. The showers are 
wonderful and the facility is immaculate. There is a recreation room with a fire place for group gatherings A camp store is 
located just inside the camp entrance.  Off site as you come over the Tierra Verde Bridge there are two convenience 
stores. Also there is a 'Country Store' after the fifty-cent toll on your left as you come off the interstate. Note as you come 
off the interstate there is an Eckerd Drug store. 
  
3. WARNING: Be aware of the raccoons they are unfortunately a problem. They are non aggressive toward humans, and 
are easily scared away, but, they are relentless in their quest for food. Turn your kayaks over or secure cockpit covers, 
they can chew your seats. Use twist ties on your tent zipper pulls  when you leave the site.  Put food containers in your 
car when you go to sleep. Always close car windows when you leave your car. Ant spray is a good idea.  
  
5.  Ground fires are not permitted, however you can make a fire in the grill stand if you like. No more than two cars per 
campsite and no alcohol beverages are permitted in the park or campground.  
  
6. Talking to a camping guru recently, he recommends putting your ground cover inside your tent. You will stay much drier 
if it should rain. It has rained during some prior symposiums. 
  
7. You do need to have a means of transportation to the symposium from the campsite. It is not walking distance. It would 
be nice if you have room in your car to pick up registrants who are standing outside their site by the road. So if you need a 
ride just wait outside your site by the road at 8:30 am. Our coaches have been asked to pick folks up as well.  
 
KAYAK RENTALS  
Your rental kayak will be kept at Shelter #9 North Beach. Each day you will pick up your rental at Shelter 9. You will be 
asked to hold on to your paddle and other rental equipment and return it when you turn in your rental.  
During the symposium weekend (but not during BCU Week) kayaks may be left on the beach. Sweetwater will be 
responsible for Kayak Rentals left on the beach. You are responsible for the kayak gear.  During Skills Week, rentals are 
to be returned to their trailer every afternoon. 
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NEARBY RESTAURANTS & MORE . . . 
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SKILLS WEEK 
 
REGISTRATION 
There is no registration process for Skills Week.  Just be at Shelter 9 before the start of your class(es). 
 
MEALS 
A continental breakfast will be provided at Shelter 9 each morning. We will also have some fruit and P&J sandwiches for 
you to make for lunch. You need to bring your own beverages. 
 
GREENLAND COURSES 
For Greenland-week the "Green-team" instructional staff of Cheri Perry, Turner Wilson, and Greg Stamer, is offering a 
"Comprehensive Greenland" course each day. This is an opportunity to work one-on-one with some of the 
most accomplished Greenland-style coaches available outside of Greenland. For a single class fee, the student will have 
freedom to move between different Greenland course offerings and instructors, for a full day of training. The courses will 
be tailored to the student's needs and interests. The Green-team is prepared to teach topics ranging from basic to 
advanced strokes (including the canted blade forward stroke), surfing with a G-paddle, G-rolling basics, G-sculling basics, 
advanced G-rolling including one-on-one help with all competition rolls, sculling rolls workshop, forward recovery rolls 
workshop, aft recovery rolls workshop, G-rolls for real conditions, and Greenland games (including harpoon throwing, 
"kayak wrestling" and more).  
 
COURSE LOCATION 
The symposium site is located at Shelter #9 in Fort Desoto Park. 
Here is a map to Fort Desoto. The exit number from I-275 is #17. 
http://www.pinellascounty.org/park/maps/color/location/ft_desoto.pdf 
The symposium is at North Beach at #9.  Click in the box below “Park Entrance” to see the map of the park. 
You will find 9 near North Beach on the upper left part of the map. 
 
To get to Shelter 9 from the campground, exit the campground and turn right (heading south).  When you reach the T-
intersection take a right at the GIANT FLAG POLE. Continue on this road passing the FORT. The shelter is almost at the 
end of the park on the left hand side. Your kayak rental, campsite reservations and other goodies will be at the registration 
table at Shelter 9. 
 
Practice Students needed for Coach Courses  
Kayak students are needed for the Level 2 coach assessment for coach candidates.  No experience to novice paddlers is 
preferred. If you wish to participate, please email or call Sweetwater (727) 570-4844 and let us know as soon as possible. 
It would be greatly appreciated! We also need practice student for Level 3 Coach Training. Students who have some 
experience, just some basic skills are needed. 
  
BCU Candidates: Program Fees  
Be advised that there is an additional BCU administration fees for the following courses. Please have cash or check  
payable to 'Sea Kayak International' Bring payment with you to the course and give it to the coach before the course 
begins. PLEASE HAVE YOUR BCU MEMBERSHIP NUMBER WITH YOU. 
Course                                        Member        Non Member  
2 Star Assessment          $10.00                 $10.00 
3&4 Star Assessment $15.00     $25.00 
Level 2 & 3 Assessment $60.00                
Canoe Safety $15.00                 $25.00 
BCU Membership $80.00 
 
 
Skills Week Evenings  
Most registrants are camping together. The evenings will include impromptu dinners in the campsite or at local 
restaurants. We have Sports Bars, Italian, Sushi and Seafood of course within a 5 minute drive.  
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SYMPOSIUM WEEKEND 
MEALS 
Breakfast and lunch will be served at Shelter #9. Dinners (Friday and Saturday) will be served at the East Beach Pavilion 
#14: http://www.pinellascounty.org/park/maps/color/amenities/FORTDESOTO.pdf 
  
DIRECTIONS TO SYMPOSIUM SITE 
The symposium site is located at Shelter #9 in Fort Desoto Park. 
Here is a map to Fort Desoto. The exit number from I-275 is #17. 
http://www.pinellascounty.org/park/maps/color/location/ft_desoto.pdf 
The symposium is at North Beach at #9.  Click in the box below “Park Entrance” to see the map of the park. 
You will find 9 near North Beach on the upper left part of the map. 
 
To get to Shelter 9 from the campground, exit the campground and turn right (heading south).  When you reach the T-
intersection take a right at the GIANT FLAG POLE. Continue on this road passing the FORT. The shelter is almost at the 
end of the park on the left hand side. Your kayak rental, campsite reservations and other goodies will be at the registration 
table at Shelter 9. 
  
SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION 
Begins Friday at noon at shelter #9 in Fort Desoto Park. All participants need to register at the registration table. You will 
receive your packets there. 
 
GREENLAND COURSES 
The "Green-team" instructional staff of Cheri Perry, Turner Wilson and Greg Stamer is offering a "Comprehensive 
Greenland" course each day. This is an opportunity to work one-on-one with some of the most accomplished Greenland-
style coaches available outside of Greenland. For a single class fee, the student will have freedom to move between 
different Greenland course offerings and instructors, for a full day of training. The courses will be tailored to the student's 
needs and interests. The Green-team is prepared to teach topics ranging from basic to advanced strokes (including the 
canted blade forward stroke), surfing with a G-paddle, G-rolling basics, G-sculling basics, advanced G-rolling including 
one-on-one help with all competition rolls, sculling rolls workshop, forward recovery rolls workshop, aft recovery rolls 
workshop, G-rolls for real conditions, and Greenland games (including harpoon throwing, "kayak wrestling" and more) 
 
KAYAK RENTAL  
Symposium kayak rentals will be at the symposium site. Please keep the 'kayak gear' with you when you leave the 
symposium site. Kayaks may be left high on the beach during the entire symposium Sweetwater will be responsible for 
Kayak Rentals left high on the beach. You are responsible for the kayak gear. 
  
PRIVATE KAYAKS  
You may leave your kayaks on the beach if you wish during the symposium. You will be responsible for your kayak's 
safety. We have for the past 10 years left our kayaks on the beach during the entire symposium. The beach is inside the 
park, which closes at sunset and is patrolled by rangers. Neither the park nor Sweetwater Kayaks will be responsible for 
anything that may happen to your kayak. 
  
VOLUNTEERS ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU CARRY YOUR KAYAK TO THE BEACH AREA. PLEASE ASK FOR 
ASSISTANCE AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE 
 
Kayak Demos on the Beach at Shelter #9  
All during the symposium kayaks will be available for you to try out. Located on the beach at the  
Symposium site will be Kayaks from: Nigel Foster, Impex, Valley Canoe Products, Nigel Dennis, and Pyranha, P&H. 


